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Quarry Liaison Meeting 

19th July 10am 

Hartshill Community Centre 

 

Present:  

Cllr M Bell (WCC, NWBC), Cllr B Lees (NWBC), M Williams (WCC), Z Bickley (NWBC), A Cannon (NBBC), 
Representatives from Crown Aggregates: Mr K Aslam, Dr. Chaudry  
Representatives from Hartshill Parish Council: Chairman Cllr G Roberts, Cllr C Sharp,  
Representatives from Hartshill Residents Association: B Paintin, R Cockayne.  
Also in attendance were two members of the public.  
 
Meeting opened 10am.  

 
Notes from Meeting: 

Cllr Bell noted that there was no fixed agenda for the meeting but the areas to be covered were 
outlined as follows: 

 The impact of the double blast 
 Monitoring inside versus outside of properties 
 Air over pressure – how is it measured 
 Visit to Mancetter Quarry 
 Dust monitoring – Is there silica present 
 Housing site in Hartshill 
 Hedgerow Maintenance 
 Dust and the wheel wash 

Double Blast 

 Cllr Lees attended Number 9 Drayton Court during the blast which had previously mentioned 
that they felt the blasts severely – this time however they never heard anything.  

 Reports from Mancetter Road said they felt the blast severely along with Berrington Road 
and Camphill Road. 

 According to Mr Aslam the blast took place on the North Westerly front of the Quarry and 
they had expected complaints to come from Hartshill rather than Camphill Road etc. 

 The data collected from monitoring equipment is not corresponding with the experiences 
felt by parishioners. All blasts have been well below range. 

 Overall it was said that the double blast is working better. 
 The blast plan will need re-wording to facilitate the new double blast plan.  
 Mr Aslam mentioned that he has a safe viewing area and would like to invite as many people 

as possible to view the blast. 
 It was requested that blast monitoring equipment be placed inside a building. Ms A Cannon 

(NBBC) explained that this would not work and the best place to get measurements would 
be outside a house as close to the footing as possible. 
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 It was noted that the Air Overpressure often does not register, it was suggested that the the 
‘trigger point’ is set too low, the quarry agreed to talk to Vibrok about lowering the point at 
which air pressure is recorded. 

 It was noted by a member of the resident’s association that the tremors felt from the blasts 
now are much more severe than when the quarry was previously in operation; however, it 
was recognised that the blasting techniques had changed considerably and it is unlikely that 
the old ways of working would be permitted today. 

Mancetter Quarry 

 Cllr Bell and Cllr Lees visited Mancetter Quarry. They mentioned that the blast data recorded 
there was very low and asked if their pattern of staggered blast holes may be the reason and 
would it be possible to use it in Hartshill Quarry. 

 Mr Aslam mentioned that Crown also work on a snake effect with their blast holes, which 
can be seen in previous blast reports. He also noted that Mancetter are now very deep in 
the ground and working with a much softer rock so the effects of their blasting is not 
compatible to that of Crowns. 

 Mr Aslam noted that Crown are currently on version 5 of their blast plan and have been 
evolving the plan based on complaints received in order to make it more tolerable for the 
residents of Hartshill.  

 The Parish Council were pleased that the results from their independent monitoring report 
mirrored that of Crowns own blast reports as it did show that the blasts were not likely to 
cause any structural damage.  

 Mr Aslam raised his concerns about comments aimed at Crown and the blasting over social 
media. He mentioned that residents will need to accept that they are living next to a working 
quarry. Any comments should be forwarded to the County Council and valid complaints will 
be passed on to Crown. 

Dust Monitoring 

 Concerns have been raised as to the quality of the air residents are breathing and what they 
are inhaling through the air in the village.  

 Dust monitoring for the area is currently being discussed and a quote for year long dust 
monitoring has been obtained. Currently waiting on the County Council and others to decide 
if the monitoring can be funded. 

 Dust is particularly bad on Mancetter Road and a member of the public expressed concerns 
over a cloud of dust consistently coming from the quarry. 

 Councillor Roberts noted that dust is particularly bad around the Quarry site and the lorry 
park currently on Mancetter Road operated by Ball Haulage.  

 Councillor Roberts mentioned that hedges are excellent dust suppressors and more hedges 
should be planted along the B4111 to help tackle the dust issue.  

 Mr Aslam mentioned that there is no silica in the Quarry and will forward a rock analysis to 
Councillor Bell.  

 The road has improved largely over the past year with the addition of the new wheel wash. 
 The wheel wash is not always used depending on the weather conditions. 
 He has explained that lorries entering his site already dirty are not the responsibility of 

Crowns to clean. He also noted that there are other dust creating businesses on the road 
too.  
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 Councillor Bell noted that there are other businesses contributing to the dust problem on 
the road and that some lorries do bypass the wheel wash in the Quarry. She asked that 
Crown make an effort to ensure all drivers use it. Mr Aslam agreed to this.  

 The road sweeper has dust suppression to minimise dust on the roads. All sweeper 
operating times are documented and recorded.  

 Dr Chaudry mentioned that from 6am, Tarmac have lorries arriving, blocking the roads and 
causing chaos on Mancetter Road and this should be of more concern than the wheel wash. 
He proceeded to hand out photographic evidence of this. 

 Councillor Bell mentioned that the safety of drivers on that road is a major issue and is an 
issue for the police. Any incidents witnessed need to be reported to 101 as soon as possible. 

 There is no breach of planning conditions in relation to lorries parking on the road accessing 
Tarmac. This is a police issue if it is causing danger. The police safer neighbourhood team are 
needed to monitor the road.  

Time of Operation 

 Planning Permission in place states that the Quarry is permitted to operate between the 
hours of 7am – 6pm. There is no to be no working outside of these hours even though it is 
accepted that lorries may arrive on site before the starting time in order to prevent parking 
on the road.  

Housing Development in Hartshill 

 Tarmac have said that the Quarry are not permitted to position any blast monitoring 
equipment on the new development site. They have mentioned that they have plans in 
place themselves to monitor the blasts on the site.  

 The outline application for the development has gone to the Secretary of State by request of 
MP Marcus Jones. A planning inspector is now to look at the planning application for the 
development.  

 

Meeting closed 12pm.  

 


